
1. When did you know you wanted to be 
a doctor?  I knew I wanted to be a doctor in 
fifth grade. I had the most amazing fifth grade 
teacher at Big Timber Grade School in Montana 
– Mr. Rolland Karlin. I fell in love with science 
that year. Working with science and people – I 
knew it would be the perfect job for me.

2. What was your first job?  I worked at a 
local ice cream parlor in Big Timber – where I’m 
from – when I was 15. I actually served ice cream 
to Michael Keaton and Courtney Cox!  They were 
just normal people. I wasn’t star struck – I didn’t 
have a TV then … maybe that’s why.  I didn’t eat ice cream for a long time after that job. I 
eat ice cream again now, though, and my favorite is raspberry with chocolate truffles in it.

3. What’s something people might not know about you?  In high school, I was a 
competitive shooter. I started going to the rifle range with my dad when I was around 10. I 
began competing in fifth or sixth grade. It was cool because I got to spend so much bonding 
time with dad. I also was very active in competitive speech and drama. I was the 1993 
Montana state drama champ. I had a small role in “Man of La Mancha” in college.

4. What’s one thing you’d change about yourself? I would like to have just two more 
inches! Just two! I can’t even claim to be five feet tall.

5. What do you do for fun?  I’m an avid reader. I just finished a work of fiction set in the 
time of Noah. I read everything by Ted Dekker. I love holding a real book in my hands, but 
I do have a Kindle and use it a lot for ease and convenience. And I love to cook Indian food! I 
make chicken curry at home a lot.

6. Describe your perfect day. Well, I wouldn’t turn down a shopping trip on Rodeo 
Drive. . . but that’s not even close to my perfect day. I’d say being in the mountains with my 
husband, Chad, and my two kids, Ben and Emilee. There would be a campfire, I’d have a 
good book, the kids would be playing in the sunshine. . . 

7. Do you have a professional moment of which you are 
most proud?  For me, I feel the best when a patient sends me a 
thank you for something I just think is my job … those cards are so 
special to me, and I keep them all. I’ve had a bunch of awards over 
the years, but they don’t mean as much as the patient thank yous. 
I would never change my specialty. I always knew I wanted to work 
with kids, because, really, why not kids? They are amazing. They 
say hilarious things. If you show them love, they dish it right back. 
They are bundles of potential and I enjoy having a part in that. When 
I’m at Walmart it’s the 3-year-olds who run up and give me hugs … 
adults don’t do it.

8. Why are you a good fit for TMH?  I think that growing up in 
a small community helps me understand and appreciate small-town 
life, and having that knowledge really impacts the way I practice 
medicine. In a big city and larger hospital, it’s easy to not have time 
for things in the hustle. As a doctor in a small community, I try to do 
as much for my patients on site as I possibly can. I genuinely consider 
a patient’s finances and travel, and how those things can impact a 
family’s life. I like to know my patients in their life setting. I want to 
know them when they’re not sick.  I’ve cried with patients and held 
their hands. I’ve given so many hugs. More than curing disease, my 
job is to make sure kids have a good life.
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Dr. Kristie Yarmer 
is the pediatrician 
at The Memorial 
Hospital. Her 
credentials and 
experience make 
her a seasoned 
and well-respected 
doctor, while her 
life experiences 
and character 
make her a good 
neighbor, friend and 
community member. 


