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Neilene Folks, PA 

FAMILY MEDICINE
How long have you lived in Craig? I grew up west of 
Craig in Browns Park so I am from the area. In fact, I have 
known a lot of my patients and their families from when 
I was a little. I moved back to Craig 16 years ago after an 
honorable discharge from the Coast Guard and attending 
PA school at UC Davis. I’ve worked at TMH for six years, 
since they opened the Medical Clinic.

What do you enjoy most about being a PA? Seeing 
positive change and helping people feel better; that’s 
exciting to me. Working in family medicine I get to do a 
little of everything. I work with a lot of diabetic patients, but I like all aspects of my 
job. I really enjoy working at TMH—we have a close knit medical team at the Clinic 
and all of our different experiences come in handy. We work really well together. 

Why did you choose a career in medicine? When I was in the Coast Guard my 
choice was either medicine or jumping out of helicopters. I chose to be a corpsman 
and practice medicine. I was able to work in family practice and internal medicine 
and found I enjoyed both areas. In the Coast Guard, I was stationed at air bases 
with a small force, so I not only took care of corpsmen but their families as well.

Will you tell us about your family? I have a partner: Brad Ocker. He’s a Brand 
Inspector for the State of Colorado.  Craig is the real West where we still have cattle 
rustling. I have two children, my oldest daughter Katie is 23 and living in Denver. 
She’s attending Regis University and working on a PhD in pharmacology. My 
second daughter is Rye and is 7 and loves the farm. My parents and siblings also 
live in the area.

When you have free time, how do you fill it? We own a little farm, so I like to 
spend time on the farm with our animals. We lease our land for cattle grazing, raise 
hay and we all like to ride horses. We have horses, cats, dogs, chickens, ducks and a 
goose. I also like to quilt and sew. 

What’s one of your philosophies on life? Enjoy your kids while they are young 
because they are off before you know it. They may not remember all the good times 
you had together, but you will and that’s just as important in the end. That’s why I 
work part-time at the Clinic. I want to spend as much time with Rye as I can before 
she is grown. 


